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The Storying Cloth
by Lifeway

The original storying scarf was developed in 1999
by Blair Faulk. A few years later Lifeway
developed a similar storying cloth with a different
set of stories. After producing this cloth for el
years they stopped production. They offered the
work to The Storying Scarhinistry in case there
were people who found this story set more
appropriate for the people they are working with.
Dale McCleskey is the contact person at Lifeway
we worked with on this project. We appreciate
their willingness to share this artwork in order to
further God’s Kingdom. All of these designs and
artwork were done by Lifeway.

These instructions were also developed by Lifew



Story-Cloth Instructions

The Gospel story cloth is a means to tell the edstory of
the Bible in a way that hearers can understarttelfis
persons to see the relationship between the diffgrarts of
the message.

The following outline is intended to assist youpdtrticularly
seeks to help you make the transitions betweepdhs of
the story. As you tell the stories you will addaieas you
choose and as the Spirit leads you. Remember pedple
learn much more from a dialogue than a lectureolireryour
hearers by asking questions and reviewing the pusvi
pictures. The goal of the story cloth is to shoat thesus is
the Son of God, Messiah, and Savior. At the enti®@tloth
presentation you will need to use your testimongtoer
means to tell hearers how they too can receivesChri

Story-Cloth Gospel Presentation

The Bible is God's book. It tells about God's wdrkthe
lives of many people. All of these stories fit ttwgr to tell us
the most important story of all. Have you ever ddhe story
of the Bible? This cloth has pictures that tellt thi@ry.

The story begins with the picture of the lion ahd lamb.
The Bible says "in the beginning God created trevbes

Ascension: Acts 1:2-11
Then Jesus took the disciples out to the mountaivaent up
into heaven. But before He left, He told them tivaf things.

He told them that the same way He went away, Hecaihe
again. One day Jesus will come and every persaheoearth
will see Him.

He also told them what to do. He told them to do all the
world and tell every person about Him. That is viayn here
with you today to share the message of Jesus.

Creation: Gen 1:1-31

and the earth” (Gen. 1:1). He created everythiagekists.
He created the world, all the plants and animalslfy He
created the first man and woman. All people (intigd/ou
and me) are the children of that first man and wama

God created people for a reason. He wanted totteva and
for them to love Him. He wanted to have a family
relationship.
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The message is that God loves you. He createdgthas
He could love you [picture 1]. But because we haVe
sinned, someone had to pay for our sin. Jesus tmbethat
perfect sacrifice. [pictures 4, 7, 19]. He diedtloa cross to
take the penalty you and | deserve.

Finally, Jesus offers us all a choice. It's theesahmice we
saw in the life of Moses. [Picture 9] The peopld a
decide who they would trust. Those who trusted &udl
looked to the brass serpent were healed of thakedrites.

Today God offers us the same choice. We have tioleéc
we will trust His perfect sacrifice of Jesus on thess or if
we will trust ourselves.

To trust Jesus you must make a choice. You mustieléo
believe in Him. He is God's perfect sacrifice. ésus God
became a man to pay for our sins. You must chapgest
Him instead of trusting in yourself.

Then you must pray and ask Jesus to be your Latd an
Savior. (Romans 10:9-13).
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Empty tomb: Luke 24:1-9

Adam and Eve: Gen 3:1-8

God created a beautiful garden for the first mashweoman.
He came and talked with them there. He gave thenjptihto
care for the garden.

In the garden God provided every kind of fruit trele told
them they could eat from any of the trees but éfestold
them they must not eat from that tree. The senmdththem

So this picture shows what happened next. A rich ma
named Joseph of Arimithea gave his tomb for Jeedy o
be buried.

Because Jesus had taught that he would rise frerdead,
the religious leaders got the Romans to roll a hsigee over
the grave and place a guard on the tomb. Do yoik thie
guard did any good?

No, the guard couldn't keep Jesus in the graveh®third
day, the disciples came to the grave and foundtthree
rolled away because Jesus had come back from #te de

For the next 40 days Jesus appeared to his followey
touched Him. They ate with Him. He explained tonthitat
He had come to be the perfect sacrifice to payhfersins of
the entire world. He came to die for my sins arndyfmur
sins
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that if they would disobey God they would beconke IGod
themselves. They chose to disobey, by eating the fr

The very moment they ate from the fruit everythih@nged.
The peace of the world was destroyed and the agibegan
to kill each other [point back to picture 1]. Th@gnd began
to grow weeds and thorns. But the most terriblaltes

their sin was inside the hearts of the man and woma

The man and woman no longer had a love relationship
God. Suddenly they were separated from God. Wheh Go
came to talk with them they hid themselves from God

Because they had broken the fellowship with Godj &ant
them out of the garden and told them that the wgubdv
old and die. Even that was not the worst resutbeir sin.
After they were sent out of the garden they hatticdm and
their children were also affected by their sin.tlsgir son
Cain killed their son Abel.

From that day to this every son of Adam has bepars¢ed
from God by sin. And because we are sinners wdldbea
evil things in the world.

If this was all the story, there would be no hope would
all fight and war with each other. We would be seted
from God and when we die we would all be separftad
God for eternity. But God had a plan to removeptablem
of sin.



Abraham & Sarai: Gen. 12:1-5

God's plan involved a man named Abraham. Abraham
grew up in a land called Ur.

The people there worshipped many Gods. God told
Abraham to leave his family and go to a land Godildshow him.
So Abraham believed God and obeyed. God promisedham his
children would be a blessing to the whole world.

God gave Abraham a son, but then to prove his @Gat
asked Abraham to sacrifice his son. Abraham tosksbn to Mt.
Moriah and prepared to sacrifice his son. Justrieefo
Abraham plunged the knife into his son, God serdragel to stop
him. God provided a ram caught in the thicket aalzstitute
sacrifice.

Crucifixion: John 19:23, Background John 19:16-37

That night the religious leaders had Jesus arre$tesl
brought him to the governor.

Binding of Isaac: Gen 22:1-18

From the story of Abraham and his son we see twp ve
important things about God's plan.

First we see that sin can only be paid for withct
sacrifice. Since Adam and Eve sinned against Galdargarden,
the penalty for sin has been death and eternatatépafrom God.
Only the blood of a perfect sacrifice can pay far s

The second thing we learn from Abraham is that God
provides the perfect sacrifice. God provided thre.r@his is a
picture of the rest of the story of the Bible.

He was beaten, and mocked, and spat upon. Fia{y t
nailed him to the cross [Picture 20] where He hfong
hours until finally He died.

The question is, how did they overpower and kiduk®
They had tried before, but Jesus power was tod.gteav
do you suppose it happened?

The Bible tells us that Jesus knew the time hadec@lohn
13:1). Jesus said no one could take His life from,Hhe
came to lay it down. (John 10:18). Jesus said the ol
come to be served but to give His life as a ranfmmany
people (John 10:18).

So Jesus hung on a cross and He died. Some peae h
said that it wasn't really Jesus, but his mothes thare.
When he was dead she helped take the body downtfrem
cross. She knew her son.

Some have also said that Jesus wasn'’t really deadhe

Roman soldiers thrust a spear into his side taibe that He
was truly dead.
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Pharisees plotting against Jesus: Matt. 12:14
Background John 11:49-53

Many people followed Jesus because they saw Hescies, but the
religious leaders became jealous of Jesus becaegevanted to
control the people. They were afraid they woulaltdseir power
over the people. So they decided they must kiliges

The religious leaders tried to kill Jesus, but howld you kill
someone with the kind of power to still the seat caut demons,
and to raise the dead? When they tried one tintlertov Jesus off a
cliff, Jesus just walked through the crowd. (Luk29:because the
time for His death had not come.
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Moses found by Pharoh's daughter: Ex. 2:3,
Background Ex. 1:8-2:9

Abraham's children multiplied and traveled to Egy®cause
the people of Egypt were afraid of the childrerAbfaham,
the Egyptians made slaves of them. The people sudfering
as slaves and God sent a baby. That baby was ngliovsss.
The Egyptians were killing the boy babies of thédrken of
Abraham but God protected Moses

Finally Jesus made a final trip to Jerusalem. Hhagad
his disciples for a final meal together. He toldrthwhat He was
about to do. Jesus took the bread and broke isaiad'This is my
body given for you" (Luke 22:19). He took the cuqulgooured it
out and said, "This cup is the new covenant in nopd which is
poured out for you." (Luke 22:20).

Look for a moment at all the pictures on the clotold
you that they all tell the one most important stéhat do you
suppose Jesus meant when He said His body was tgolirey
broken and His blood was going to be poured out?

Do you suppose it has anything to do with the tewchn
this picture (picture 4): that God would supply gaerifice for out
sins? Do you suppose it has anything to do witbt@pé 7) that the
lamb's blood would protect the people from the judgt of God?
What about what John the Baptist said: "beholdah# of God
who takes away the sin of the world."? Do alllefge stories in
the Bible fit together?

Moses and burning bush: Ex. 3:1-10

When Moses grew up God appeared to Moses in thefla
of a burning bush. God said He was going to delier
people from slavery through Moses (Ex. 3).

So God sent a whole series of plagues to makeitigeok
Egypt release the people from their slavery. ThgpEgn
king refused to release the people until God séimah
plague.



Blood on the doorpost: Ex. 12:1-23

The last plague was the death of the firstbornaon
every family in Egypt. God had Moses tell the pedplat the
death angel would pass over all Egypt and kill g\ist born
son. They could be protected in only one way. Evanyily
would have to kill a lamb and paint the blood o tamb on
the doorpost.

Remember what we learned from Abraham? All of
these stories in the Bible fit together to make massage.
What does it take to cover sin? The blood of aguérf
sacrifice. To prevent the judgment of God requitesideath
of the sacrifice lamb.

Jesus raises Jairus' daughter: Luke 8:40-56
When Jesus went back across the lake, a man nainesd J
came and asked Jesus to come and heal his dausjiter.
they were going to heal the girl messengers cayiaga
"Your daughter is dead," he said. "Don't bothertdaeher
any more." (Luke 8:49).

What do you see in the picture that Jesus did? Mespoke
to the dead girl and said to her: "My child, get'uhuke
8:54). Jesus raised the girl from the dead. Agasee that
Jesus has power even over death.

Moses parting the Red Sea: Ex. 14:10-28

So God delivered the people from Egypt. Moses le
the people and God parted the waters of the Red&tat
the people could escape.

Then God led the people to Mt. Sinai where He gav
them the law. God gave the law, but all people lotba law
of God. God gave commands for them to offer saa#j but
the sacrifices could not take away their sins.

All people still continue to sin, and God is hotje
must punish sin. Do you remember what the punistifioen
sin has always been? Yes, the punishment has alvesys
death.
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Feeding 5,000: John 6:9-10 Background Matt.
14:15-21

This picture shows another time when Jesus had been
teaching many people. There were 5,000 men pluss the
wives and children. They had nothing to eat. Ottie Iboy
had a lunch of bread and fish. Jesus took the |urleksed it,
and fed all the people. (story Matt. 14, Mk. 6, BkJohn 6).
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Jesus in the boat: Luke 8:22-24
Jesus went on to minister for about three yearditie
many, many miracles. Here are some of them. Thisifgs the time
when Jesus was crossing the sea of Galilee witlllid@gples. Jesus

had taught and healed people all day, so He wesle&p in the boat.

A storm came up on the sea and the disciples feaesdwould all
drown. Jesus had no reason to fear, because Hewhewle was.
The disciples woke Jesus up and said, "Lord, sa/ase going
to drown!" (Matt. 8:25 ). But Jesus rebuked thedvémd the waves
and they became calm (Luke 8:24).

Now may | ask you another question? Since the Inéwin
of time, has anyone but Jesus been able to speakatging storm
and make it become still? Why do you suppose Jeagsable to
exercise such power?
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Serpent in the wilderness: Num. 21:4-9

So this picture shows the people in the deserty Eirened by
grumbling against God and against Moses. So Gad sen
deadly snakes among the people. Every time a dribke
someone, that person would die.

Jesus with Demoniac: Luke 8:26-37

When they got to the other side of the sea, a raarec
out to confront them. This man was demon possestedias
naked because he would tear off his clothes. Mamgst people
had tried to tie him up but he would break the ehair ropes. No
one could control him.

"When he saw Jesus, he cried out and fell at leis fe
shouting at the top of his voice, "What do you waith me, Jesus,
Son of the Most High God? | beg you, don't tortoned" (Luke
8:28). Jesus rebuked the demons in the man andhsentoff into
the herd of pigs. The pigs ran off into the seawaace drowned.

Since the beginning of time, has anyone else belenta
just speak to many demons and command them to keanan?
Why do you suppose only Jesus has ever had trdsofipower?

The people did what we often do when we have teyubky
cried out to God for help. God told Moses to deeayodd
thing. He told Moses to make a bronze serpent ahthppn
a long pole. Then He told Moses to put the polinupe
middle of the camp. Anytime anyone was bitten kg th
deadly snakes, they were to look to the pole amst tBod,
and God would heal them.

So everyone who trusted God and looked to the segre
the pole was saved from the deadly snake bite.

Remember, all of the stories in the Bible fit tdgatto tell
the story of God's great plan.

Wouldn't it be great if we could have something likat
shake on the pole today? We are all sinners kstAdam
and just like the people in Moses day. Wouldreitgreat if
we could look to something and have our sin takeay&



Review

The Bible tells many more stories about Abraham and
Moses and their descendants.

It is a sad story because all people are sinnéesy Tried
and tried to overcome their sin problem, but agaid
again God had to send judgment on the people, becau

God must punish sin.

So lets review a moment. We have learned thesgghin
from the stories in the Bible. 1. God created u$lames
us very much. He created us so He could have
fellowship with us. [Picture 1-2]

2. But our first parents sinned against God anddno
death and judgment upon all of us.

3. God must punish sin, and the punishment must be
death.

4. But God has always had a plan to send a sutestdu
die in our place to take away our sin. [Pictureg]4,

How could God's plan ever come to pass?

Mary and baby Jesus: 2:1-12
God has performed many miracles, but this picttiregreatest
miracle of all, greater even than creating the di.dBod showed
how much He loves us when he became a baby naraes. Je

Remember when Adam and Eve sinned, they passesiiha to
their children.

But Jesus was the only person who ever lived wivemsinned
because God was His father.

Gabriel appears to Mary: Luke 1:26-33

Finally God sent His angel Gabriel to a town called

Nazareth to a young virgin girl named Mary. Theelng
told her that she would bear a child. Mary didn't

understand. She asked how could this be because s
was a virgin, the angel answered, "The Holy Spiiilt

come upon you, and the power of the Most High will

overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be

called the Son of God" (Luke 1:35).

Baptism of Jesus: John 1:29, Background Matt. 3:117
Jesus grew up to be a man. When he was about 89gldaHe
began His public ministry by going to the prophetid the Baptist.
God had sent John to prepare the way for the Mes@ihen John
looked up and saw Jesus, he said: "behold the tdrélmd who
takes away the sin of the world." (John 1:29).

John baptized Jesus in the Jordan river. Then Salwrheaven
opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descendieggli#ove and
lighting on Jesus. And he heard a voice from heaegn "This is
my Son, whom | love; with him | am well pleasedVidit. 3:16-
17).

Now can | ask you some questions? Why do you sugpihes
prophet John said Jesus is the Lamb of God? Anddshyou
suppose the voice from heaven said Jesus was Baldised Son?



